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4. Further Investigations 

4.1 Environmental 

4.1.1 Ecological 

Additional ecological investigations have been undertaken within and in the vicinity of Cairncross State 
Forest. The investigations comprised: 

� Desktop extrapolation of previous field mapping within the Orange and refined Orange option 
corridors for: 

– Vegetation communities; 

– Endangered ecological communities; 

– Flora habitat values; 

– Fauna habitat values; and 

� Field confirmation of all boundaries and opportunistic sightings of any threatened species. 

The results of these investigations are presented in Figure 5.1 and Figure 5.2, and have been used to 
calculate the ecological impact areas for the adjusted Orange and modified refined Orange options 
(Appendix A). 

No threatened species, or evidence of, were sighted during the fieldwork. 

4.1.2 Noise 

Further noise assessment has been undertaken for the adjusted Orange and modified refined Orange 
options in Section B. To determine the potential noise impact of the adjusted Orange and modified 
refined Orange options the weighted noise impact was calculated. This approach assesses the overall 
noise impacts of the options without applying mitigation measures.   

The weighted noise impact results for the adjusted Orange and modified refined Orange options are 
presented in the criteria tables in Appendix A. 
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