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Water for Women WASH Research Awards – Addendum 2 
 

Q. Should short CVs for key research team members be included as 
attachments to the proposal? If so, what is the required length of CV and how 
can we include them in SmartyGrants? 

The application does not require CVs of participating researchers. 

Q. Under ‘research activity design’ there is mention of how the work will 
contribute to the CSO proposed outcomes. Such content may fit more 
appropriately with the content and selection criteria for ‘significance, 
innovation and policy-practice relevance’. Should this instruction be moved to 
sit in the appropriate section of the application form? 

The application should address these criteria in different ways.  The “Research 
Activity Design” elements should describe how the research is aligned with, and will 
help contribute to, the implementation of Water for Women by the relevant partner 
CSO.  The “Significance, Innovation and Policy Practice Relevance” is where the 
applicant can describe the contribution of the proposed research to meeting 
knowledge gaps, contributing to innovation in the water sector more broadly or to 
policy engagement at regional, national or global levels. 

Q. As it is normal in a research proposal to include references/sources 
mentioned? Can a separate document be attached to the application with the 
‘List of References’? 

This is not required for the application process.   

Q. Are organizations from Pakistan eligible or not? If so, do they have to 
partner with an organisation from Australia? 

Yes they are eligible, and they do not have to partner with an organisation from 
Australia. Please refer to the eligibility criteria.  

Q. The call for proposals states that the Principal Investigator must be 
affiliated to the nominated organisation which will administer the grant. Is it 
possible to get clarification on the definition of ‘affiliated’? Does this imply that 
the Principal Investigator must be employed by the organisation, or are other 
forms of affiliation, such as partnerships, included under the definition of 
affiliation? 

The applying organisation must be able to demonstrate that the Principal Investigator 
has a formal relationship with the organisation.  This can include a variety of 
relationships, but in principle the organisation must be able to ensure that the 
Principal Investigator is accountable for the delivery of contracted outputs. 
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Q Are there any specific prerequisites for the Principal Investigator? 
Specifically, is there a minimal PhD qualification required? 

No formal qualifications and experience are listed as prerequisites.   

Q. Can there be more than one Principal Investigator? 

The applicant should nominate one person as the Principal Investigator.  The staff 
table can include other team members and should describe their respective roles.   

Q. Could I ask about the parameters around use of the Fund for higher degree 
research projects? Can an element of the proposed research activities include 
research conducted as PHD or Masters study? 

The Fund is not established as mechanism for higher education study. Research 
students can be included in the proposal, however their details and respective roles 
and responsibilities should be listed in the staff table.   

Q. Currently it is not possible to include bold text or text in italics in the 
SmartyGrants form. Would it be possible to enable this function in the 
SmartyGrants form?  

It is not possible to change the SmartyGrants templates at this stage. 

Q. If we are interested in conducting research with several organizations 
working in different countries and on different priority themes, would you 
recommend submitting separate proposals?  

The number of proposals submitted is for the organisation itself to determine.  For 
proposals involving multiple CSO partners and/or multiple countries, the proposal 
would need to include information on the potential benefits of this arrangement  and 
how research will be coordinated across all stakeholders. 

Q. If the recommendation on the above question is to only submit one 
proposal, how would you advise organizations to balance interest in working 
with several CSOs in different countries vs. a particularly focused inquiry on 
one CSO's program in one country?  

See answer above.   

Q. How much detail would you expect in the methodology element of the 
proposal, weighing the need for a fully developed methods section vs. the 
need for a flexible design that can be modified in the inception phase in 
collaboration with the CSO? 

There is no specific requirement.  All proposals should keep to the word limit.   

Q. Are the concept notes for the funded CSO programs available to be shared? 

They are not available at this stage. We have provided the country, project title, CSO 
and contact details for funded CSOs to all research organisations the Fund has had 
contact with. Please contact them for more information. 
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If you would like a copy of this CSO contact list please email 
waterforwomen@ghd.com 

Q. From the perspective of CSOs who may specifically be looking for potential 
research agency partners, is there a similar list of any research agencies who 
may be interested in partnerships? 

Whilst we don’t have this specific information, we will email around the list of 
Research Organisations who have contacted Water for Women for CSOs to 
undertake their own research on potential for partnerships.  

 


