




Preface

In this our 85th year of GHD, I am pleased to introduce a re-presented version of A Firm Foundation. 
The book was originally printed in 1988 on the 50th anniversary of our business. It provides an account 
of the company’s growth from humble beginnings in 1928, through periods of historical significance 
during the 20th Century and its initial forays outside of Australia.

At the time this book was written, GHD employed around 650-700 people and was still an Australian 
company, albeit one which had established a joint venture in Malaysia. The company has expanded 
substantially since, and today has more than 6500 people spanning five continents and 100+ offices 
globally. This subsequent growth is summarised in the chart overleaf.

In reviewing the original book, we have observed that the writing style, and content may not be in 
keeping with the evolved company we sit in today. That said, we have made the conscious decision 
to reprint the book unedited and hope that you enjoy it as it is intended: a view of our company 
through an historical lens, crafted as an anecdotal account of where we have come from. It can be 
acknowledged that this history forms part of who we are today.

I am regularly asked for a copy of this book by those keen to understand the heritage of GHD. From 
this book, you get a sense for the development of the values and culture which underpin GHD as we 
now know it. You also get a sense of the important platform created by those who came before us - a 
very ‘firm foundation’ on which to build a great business.

I trust you will enjoy the read and encourage you to share this delightful story with your colleagues, 
family and friends.

Sincerely

Russell Board
Chairman



1988 GHD carries out planning services for World Expo 88 in Brisbane and opens an office  
in Coffs Harbour.

1990 International projects burgeon and GHD opens offices in the Philippines, Thailand  
and Vietnam.

1993 GHD earns ISO 9001: 1987 accreditation.

1995 GHD acquires the Water Corporation of Western Australia’s water engineering group.

1997 GHD acquires WORKS Australia and LongMac Group.

1999 Manukau Consultants Ltd (NZ) join GHD.

2000 Martin & Co in Gladstone join GHD.

2001 Smith and Wood Consultants, NZ join GHD. The company also acquires MME in Doha, 
Qatar and in Dubai and Abu Dhabi.

2002 GHD merges with Geo-Eng Group and EGIS Consulting Australia. GHD now employs 
more than 2300 people.

2003 GHD celebrates its 75th year of operations.

2004 Baker Saran, NSW, joins GHD.

2005 GHD merges with AJP, Malaysia, Qest Consulting, NSW, City Design, SA, and Civil Design 
Services, NZ.

2006 GHD broadens its reach in Hong Kong, China and the UK, completing mergers with 
Rankine & Hill, a Hong Kong consulting engineering company, and Archispace, a provider 
of urban planning, architectural and landscape design services throughout China. An 
alliance is formed with London-based AMCL, and GHD offices open in York and London.

2007 Three companies joined GHD including Leddy Sergiacomi & Associates, a Queensland 
engineering and environmental consultancy company, ProAnd, a New Zealand specialist 
meat process design engineering consultancy and PCT Engineers, a Western Australia/
Queensland consultancy company.

2008 GHD celebrates 80 years. Hassall & Associates, a consulting firm specialising in 
international development assistance, agriculture, natural resource and environmental 
issues joins GHD. Offices are opened in Ireland and Canada.

2009 GHD employs more than 6000 people. Four strategic mergers are completed in the USA 
including RoseWater Engineering, the Arizona Engineering Company, CSA Engineering 
and Stearns & Wheler.

2010 GHD continues to grow its operations including strategic mergers with SMGC in the 
mining sector in Australia and China Water International Engineering Consulting Company 
(CWIECC) in China. The health and safety of our workforce was recognised with the 2010 
Best Workplace Health and Safety Management System Award.

2011 GHD merges with MGF Consultants in North Queensland, Australia, CollinsonDutton Ltd 
(CDL) in the UK as well as Winzler & Kelly, Commonwealth Engineering & Technology, Inc 
(CET) and RobsonWoese in the USA. 

2012 GHD acquires The Sernas Group in Canada’s Greater Toronto Region and the Water 
Sciences Group of Australian Laboratory Services in Australia. The company is also 
named the fourth most attractive company to work for in Australia by recruitment firm 
Randstad and recognised as the best waste consultant in Australia according to a survey 
completed by Inside Waste Magazine. Employee numbers reach 6500.

The GHD journey






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































